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Advocates for Disabled Children 


By Spencer Rich 

Washington Post Staff W riter 

House Republicans plan to cut back the fed- 
eral welfare program for disabled low-income 
children, a move that would remove 224,000 
of the 890,000 recipients from the roils soon 
after enactment, a House Ways and Means 
Committee welfare aide said yesterday. 

In addition, Ron Haskins told the National 
Commission on Childhood Disability, many 
children who came onto the rolls after the plan 
was enacted would never get cash benefits. In- 
stead they would receive only Medicaid and 
state-provided services funded by a federal 
block grant. 

According to the Congressional Budget Of- 
fice, by the year 2000 only 415,000 children 
would receive cash benefits, saving the gov- 
ernment $12.1 billion from 1996 to 2000. 

The commission, appointed by the Clinton ad- 


ministration, is studying problems with the Sup- 
plemental Security Income (SSI) children’s disa- 
bility program, which pays a benefit of up to 
$458 a month per child. A Ways and Means sub- 
committee already has approved the GOP plan 

Advocates for the disabled denounced the 
GOP plan as adding greatly to the burdens of 
families with children who are mentally ill or 
have other impairments. They said cash pay- 
ments are needed to allow a caretaker parent to 
stay home and forgo an outside job, and to give a 
family on-the-spot flexibility to obtain whatever 
is needed for its particular child, without having 
to apply for state services if the child needs a 
simple item such as adult diapers. 

“We absolutely oppose elimination of cash 
benefits. It’s going to hurt people, it's going to 
hurt children,” said Martha Ford, an official with 
The ARC, also known as the Association for Re- 
tarded Citizens. 

Under existing law, children who don’t qual- 
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ify for benefits under a long list of specific 
medical criteria, can qualify if it is determined 
that they cannot function at an age-appropriate 
level. This Individualized Functional Assess- 
ment (IFA) has greatly contributed to eligibili- 
ty growth. 

House Republicans, led by Rep. Jim 
McCrery (R-La.), contend that IFA determina- 


“ It ’s going to hurt 
people ” 

— Martha Ford, The ARC 

tions are imprecise and frequently lead to chil- 
dren obtaining benefits simply for performing 
poorly in school, or having mild learning disa- 
bilities. Republicans also say changes are 
needed to make sure the federal money really 


goes toward the needs of the children rather 
than toward other household expenses. 

But Jonathan Stein of Community Legal 
Services of Philadelphia testified that IFAs are 
needed because, for example, it is impossible 
to give an infant a written IQ test. 

The subcommittee bill would discontinue 
IFAs and remove from the rolls children who 
got on as a result of IFAs. Children who got on 
in the future by meeting the medical criteria 
would receive cash only if the government de- 
termined that they would otherwise be institu- 
tionalized. The National Governors’ Associa- 
tion wrote the Ways and Means Committee 
yesterday that it feared the need for services 
might exceed the block grant and Congress 
should delay acting until the commission 
makes recommendations. 

The block grant to the states would amount 
to 75 percent of the cost to the government 
for those children had they received cash. 
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